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Changes in Language Related to
Childcare and Teaching: 1956 to 1964

Kazutoshi MATSUTANI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is twofold: to examine language regarding childcare in the
Kindergarten Education Guidelines (revised six times), focusing on the 1956 and 1964
versions, and to consider and clarify changes in content desired by kindergarten teachers.

Language in the 1956 Kindergarten Education Guidelines relates to the developmental
characteristics of infants and their desired experiences. It depicts the characteristics of
infants clearly and was written to be easily understood by kindergarten teachers. Moreover,
contents of the guidelines emphasize skills and abilities with words such as “can” and
“cannot” and stylistic expressions that are now obsolete. Emphasis is also placed on teaching
appropriate for young infants. The guidelines did not exist subordinate to elementary schools
but clearly showed that educational methods used in elementary school curricula are not
suitable for infants. This spirit has been incorporated into the present Kindergarten
Education Guidelines. We examined language related to instruction by teachers in the 1956
Kindergarten Education Guidelines, with four parts corresponding to aims and 30 parts
corresponding to teaching content. We found a remarkably high number of descriptions about
ways to foster infants with a large amount of instruction by kindergarten teachers. The
number of interventions for infants suggests that childcare centered on kindergarten
teachers was employed. Childcare of infants was clearly stipulated in the Kindergarten
Education Guidelines, and it became clear that actual childcare probably involved teaching to
the guidelines.

The biggest strength of the 1964 Kindergarten Education Guidelines was that this issue
was recognized. The Ministry of Education gave legal force to the guidelines and asked
kindergartens nationwide to comply. It is significant that the educational level of

kindergarten was guaranteed nationally. Furthermore, wording from Chapter 2 stipulated
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that local circumstances could be considered; thus, it is worth noting that childcare
considering distinctive characteristics was promised at the legal level. Next, we examined the
role of teachers in language related to instruction in the 1964 Kindergarten Education
Guidelines. Four objectives were described, along with 22 teaching components; although the
aims were somewhat reduced from the 1956 guidelines, the number remained high. This was
also the case for language related to instruction in the 1956 guidelines, but the more that
teachers taught and the more that infants learned and experienced, the more that
interventions directed toward infants inevitably increased. Thus, childcare tended to become
more difficult. Further, as the number of abstract expressions increased, the ways in which

teachers should instruct became vaguer.
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