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A study of “Shoka”

— From the viewpoint of music sociology —

Yuji ONO

Abstract

This paper attempted to classify and analyze Shoka from the viewpoint of music sociology.
Shoka generally refers to children's songs composed from the Meiji Period to the prewar era,
but among them there was a huge number of Shoka for adults. They were created for the
awareness raising activities of the modern state and citizens rather than the musical
autonomy, the musical level is low, it does not exist at all.

Next, I attempted to split the existing Shoka into "the Pyonko - Bushi" and "hymn style".
Results were overwhelmingly "hymns", but it turned out that some variants called "Pyonko -
dome" remained in "The Pyonko - Bushi".

subsequently, I conducted surveys on it to students of this school. The current youths do not
know much about Shoka but feel it if beautiful.

Finally, I tried to think about the existence background of Shoka and future outlook. I believe
that Shoka's prosperity has greatly related to the temperament of the Japanese and the history of
nurturing it. Therefore, even if the number tends to decrease, it is predicted that it will not
disappear. However, Shoka is both a cultural asset of Japan and a negative legacy. Because it
instigated it to the Dark Age. In order not to repeat past mistakes again, it is necessary to convey

the evaluation about Shoka correctly to posterity.
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